TENNYSON,   CLOUGH,   AND   THE  CLASSICS
Two other poems of Catullus I must mention. The first of these he had much on his mind, for he was just then in the mood for experiments on metre, and the famous poem "Boadicea" was, I think, the first of these,1 echoing the galliambics of Catullus in the " Attis " :
Super alta vectus Attis celeri rate maria.
How far his own metre corresponds to Catullus' is a question for experts like Bridges, Mayor, R. C Trevelyan, etc., to determine, but I heard him more than once read first the Attis poem and then his " Boadicea," and I thought at the time there was an extraordinary resemblance in rhythm. He wished that the " Boadicea" were musically annotated, so that it might be read with proper quantity and pace.
The last of the Catullus poems I want to refer to he never read to me as a whole. It is the lovely Epithalamium in honour of Junia and Manlius, calling on Hymenaeus to attend and bless the marriage :
Collis o Heliconii
Cultor, Uraniae genus,
Qui rapis teneram ad virum Virginem, o Hymenaee Hymen,
O Hymen Hymenaee !
Dweller on the mount of Helicon,
Seed of the Heavenly One,
Thou that bearest off the tender maiden to her bridegroom,
O Hymenaean Hymen,
O Hymen Hymenaean !
I do not know if he ever read it as a whole to any one. It would have been splendid to hear, but towards the end of the long poem, where the poet, like Spenser, prays, " Send us the timely fruit of this same marriage night," comes a verse he was very fond of quoting, and in particular the third line :
1 An old experiment, being written in 1859, finished in  1860.    He himself only called it " a far-off echo of the Attis of Catullus.3'